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CREDITABLE COVERAGE

Important Notice from Western Health Advantage
About Your Prescription Drug Coverage and Medicare

Please read this notice carefully and keep it where you can find it. This notice has information
about your current prescription drug coverage with Western Health Advantage and about your
options under Medicare’s prescription drug coverage. This information can help you decide
whether or not you want to join a Medicare drug plan. If you are considering joining, you
should compare your current coverage, including which drugs are covered at what cost, with
the coverage and costs of the plans offering Medicare prescription drug coverage in your
area. Information about where you can get help to make decisions about your prescription
drug coverage is at the end of this notice.

There are two important things you need to know about your current coverage and Medicare’s
prescription drug coverage:

1. Medicare prescription drug coverage became available in 2006 to everyone with
Medicare. You can get this coverage if you join a Medicare Prescription Drug Plan or
join a Medicare Advantage Plan (like an HMO or PPO) that offers prescription drug
coverage. All Medicare drug plans provide at least a standard level of coverage set by
Medicare. Some plans may also offer more coverage for a higher monthly premium.

2. Western Health Advantage has determined that the prescription drug coverage offered
by your Western Health Advantage plan is, on average for all plan participants,
expected to pay out as much as standard Medicare prescription drug coverage pays
and is therefore considered Creditable Coverage. Because your existing coverage is
Creditable Coverage, you can keep this coverage and not pay a higher premium (a
penalty) if you later decide to join a Medicare drug plan.

When Can You Join A Medicare Drug Plan?
You can join a Medicare drug plan when you first become eligible for Medicare and each year from
October 15th to December 7th.

However, if you lose your current creditable prescription drug coverage, through no fault of your own,
you will also be eligible for a two (2) month Special Enrollment Period (SEP) to join a Medicare drug
plan.
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What Happens To Your Current Coverage If You Decide to Join A Medicare Drug
Plan?

If you decide to join a Medicare drug plan, your current Western Health Advantage coverage will not
be affected. You can keep this coverage if you elect Medicare Part D coverage, and we will
coordinate your prescription drug benefits with Medicare.

If you decide to join a Medicare drug plan and drop your current Western Health Advantage coverage,
be aware that you and your dependents will not be able to get this coverage back until the next open
enrollment period, unless you experience a qualifying event.

When Will You Pay A Higher Premium (Penalty) To Join A Medicare Drug Plan?

You should also know that if you drop or lose your current coverage with Western Health Advantage
and don'’t join a Medicare drug plan within 63 continuous days after your current coverage ends, you
may pay a higher premium (a penalty) to join a Medicare drug plan later.

If you go 63 continuous days or longer without creditable prescription drug coverage, your monthly
premium may go up by at least 1% of the Medicare base beneficiary premium per month for every
month that you did not have that coverage. For example, if you go nineteen months without creditable
coverage, your premium may consistently be at least 19% higher than the Medicare base beneficiary
premium. You may have to pay this higher premium (a penalty) as long as you have Medicare
prescription drug coverage. In addition, you may have to wait until the following October to join.

For More Information About This Notice Or Your Current Prescription Drug
Coverage...

Contact our Member Services Department, as listed below, for further information. NOTE: You'll get
this notice each year. You will also get it before the next period you can join a Medicare drug plan,

and if this coverage through Western Health Advantage changes. You also may request a copy of
this notice at any time.

For More Information About Your Options Under Medicare Prescription Drug
Coverage...

More detailed information about Medicare plans that offer prescription drug coverage is in the
“‘Medicare & You” handbook. You'll get a copy of the handbook in the mail every year from Medicare.
You may also be contacted directly by Medicare drug plans.
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For more information about Medicare prescription drug coverage:

« Visit www.medicare.gov.

« Call your State Health Insurance Assistance Program (see the inside back cover of your copy of
the “Medicare & You” handbook for their telephone number) for personalized help.

« Call 1.800.MEDICARE (1.800.633.4227). TTY users should call 1.877.486.2048.

« If you have limited income and resources, extra help paying for Medicare prescription drug
coverage is available. For information about this extra help, visit Social Security on the web at
www.socialsecurity.gov, or call them at 1.800.772.1213 (TTY 1.800.325.0778).

Remember: Keep this Creditable Coverage notice. If you decide to join one of
the Medicare drug plans, you may be required to provide a copy of this notice
when you join to show whether or not you have maintained creditable
coverage and, therefore, whether or not you are required to pay a higher
premium (a penalty).

10/01/2019

Western Health Advantage, Member Services Department
2349 Gateway Oaks Drive, Suite 100, Sacramento, CA 95833
916.563.2250 - 1.888.563.2250 toll-free « 711 TTY
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Western Health Advantage complies with applicable Federal and California civil rights laws and does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, ancestry, religion, sex, marital status, gender, gender
identity, sexual orientation, age, or disability, as applicable. Western Health Advantage does not exclude
people or treat them differently because of race, color, national origin, ancestry, religion, sex, marital status,
gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, or disability.

Western Health Advantage:

Provides free aids and services to people with disabilities o communicate effectively with us, such as:
e Qualified sign language interpreters
e Written information in other formats (large print, audio, accessible electronic formats, other formats)

Provides free language services to people whose primary language is not English, such as:
e Qualified interpreters
¢ Information written in other languages

If you need these services, contact the Member Services Manager at 888.563.2250 and find more information
online at https://www.westernhealth.com/legal/non-discrimination-notice/.

If you believe that Western Health Advantage has failed to provide these services or discriminated in another
way on the basis of race, color, national origin, ancestry, religion, sex, marital status, gender, gender identity,
sexual orientation, age, or disability, you can file a grievance by telephone, mail, fax, email, or online with:
Member Services Manager, 2349 Gateway Oaks Drive, Suite 100, Sacramento, CA 95833, 888.563.2250 or
916.563.2250, 711 (TTY), 916.568.0126 (fax), memberservices@westernhealth.com,
https://www.westernhealth.com/legal/grievance-form/. If you need help filing a grievance, the Member
Services Manager is available to help you. For more information about the Western Health Advantage
grievance process and your grievance rights with the California Department of Managed Health Care, please
visit our website at https://www.westernhealth.com/legal/grievance-form/.

If there is a concern of discrimination based on race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex, you can also
file a civil rights complaint with the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Civil Rights,
electronically through the Office for Civil Rights Complaint Portal, available at:

Website: https://ocrportal.hhs.gov/ocr/portal/lobby.jsf; Mail: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services,
200 Independence Avenue, SW, Room 509F, HHH Building, Washington, D.C. 20201; Phone: 800.368.1019 or
800.537.7697 (TDD). Complaint forms are available at http://www.hhs.gov/ocr/office/file/index.ntml.

ENGLISH
If you, or someone you're helping, have questions about Western Health Advantage, you have the right to get
help and information in your language at no cost. To talk to an interpreter, call 888.563.2250 or TTY 711.

SPANISH

Si usted, o alguien a quien usted estd ayudando, tiene preguntas acerca de Western Health Advantage, tiene
derecho a obtener ayuda e informacidn en su idioma sin costo alguno. Para hablar con un intérprete, llame al
888.563.2250, o al TTY 711 si fiene dificultades auditivas.

CHINESE
MRE  RELEEGBNER , BAWestern Health Advantage FEMRERE , BEENRBLUEHIESRE
BIFIFAE. A —UEIEE | SRR E5E888.563.2250 BB A T ER(TTY) 711,

VIETNAMESE

Néu quy vi, hay ngudi ma quy vi dang gitip dd, co cau hoi vé Western Health Advantage, quy vi s& c6 quyén dugc gitp va co
thém thong tin bang ngdn ngir ctia minh mién phi. Dé néi chuyén véi mot thong dich vién, xin goi s6 888.563.2250, hoic goi
dudng day TTY danh cho ngudi khiém thinh tai sé 711.

TAGALOG

Kung ikaw, o ang iyong finutulungan, ay may mga katanungan tungkol sa Western Health Advantage, may
karapatan ka na makakuha ng tulong at impormasyon sa iyong wika ng walang gastos. Upang makausap ang
isang fagasalin, ftumawag sa 888.563.2250 o TTY para sa may kapansanan sa pandinig sa 711.



KOREAN
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ARMENIAN

Bpt Mmnip jud 2tp Ynnuhg ogunipjnit uinwgnn whdnp hwpgkp niith Western Health Advantage-h dwuhl, “knip
hpwyniip niukp whdwp oqunipnit b nknklnipmnibubkp vnwbwnt Qkp twhiptnpws kqyny: Lupguuish
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RUSSIAN

Ecnun y Bac unm nuua, KOTOpomMy Bbl MOMOraeTe, MMetoTCA BONpockl no nosoay Western Health Advantage, 1o Bbl
MMmeeTe NPaBo Ha HecnnaTHOe NosyYyeHUe NOMOLM U MHPOPMaLLMK Ha Balem A3bike. [lna pasrosopa ¢
nepeBog4YMKOM NO3BOHUTE No TenedoHy 888.563.2250 nnm Bocnonb3yntecb AMHMen TTY Ana vy, ¢ HapyweHUamm
cnyxa no Homepy 711.

JAPANESE

:ZKA*% FHIEEEFHEDODEDEY DA TH. Western Health AdvantagelZ DWW T ZEBMN ST WELzH., THFE
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PUNJABI
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CAMBODIAN-MON-KHMER

wsiOgs ysinmen®IigusneswHs 2SiHe Western Health Advantage 1S,
HEESASSSUSSWSHASIS

ISIBRMOIUNHS I WBSHITNAY 1I8G]SUNWMYWHRUMANTU e gied5) 888.563.2250 W TTY [Nty
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HMONG

Yog koj, los yog tej tus neeg uas koj pab ntawd, muaj lus nug txog Western Health Advantage, ko] muaj cai
kom lawv muab cov ntshiab lus ghia uas fau muab sau ua koj hom lus pub dawb rau koj. Yog koj xav nrog ib
tug neeg txhais lus tham, hu rau 888.563.2250 los sis TTY rau cov neeg uas tsis hnov lus zoo nyob ntawm 711.

HINDI

gfe 39, ar 5w frdl &7 3719 #eg T I &1, & Western Health Advantage & aX & 9o & dl, 39!
HOeAT $TNT A Heg dUT SAAPRT UITd Hel H1 IUBR g1 GHIRIT & Y &1 F= & T,
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dmiuauyuuaninging 711



	Blank Page



